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Vaccines may not help fight
India's latest COVID-19 wave
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Is the Centre diluting India's
flagship rural employment scheme
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Doubling the Dose of Austerity
10 The International Monetary Fund has lmroduced anew condltm\r\fnt() itsi
adjustment toolkit for countries facing external debt sgress.
— C P Chandrasekhar, Charles Abugre \

A Right Act for Health
13 Rajasthan’s pioneering Right to Health Act must be operat alised keeping
in view the wider political economy of healthcare. — Abhay Shukla

The Making of an Economic Crisis in Pakistan

17 Inorder to break away from the neo-liberal debt servitude, Pakistan needs a
strong political will to make structural changes to its political economy.
— Tooba Syed

Cuba’s COVID-19 Crisis

20 Personal and admittedly subjective observations and reflections on the
multidimensional health crisis in Cuba are presented in this article.
— Joseph Tharamangalam

FHEIs Draft Regulations, 2023

23 Opening foreign universities in India will distort the public higher education
system, and by creating further exclusion, it would fail to serve India’s
national interests. — Sudhanshu Bhushan

Deras, Dalits, and Caste Politics in Punjab

26 Inthe 2022 assembly elections in Punjab, where the Aam Aadmi Party
registered a massive and historic win, most analyses tended to underestimate
the caste factor. — Santosh K Singh

Why Do Poorer Kids Not Move Ahead Faster?

35 Can a poorer individual who has a particular talent realistically hope to move
up in life? This proposition is put to the test in this paper by interviewing more
than 8oo young individuals in rural and urban Bihar and Delhi. Findings show
that these individuals have had virtually no opportunity to be tested for any
hidden talent, be it a talent for athletics, singing, chess, art, or mathematics.
— Anirudh Krishna, Sujeet Kumar

Equality versus Empowerment

41 Gender parity or equality measures, such as quotas for women in legislative
bodies, ineffectively, and sometimes adversely, seek to induce women’s
empowerment. An analysis of the passive effects of women’s quotas at
different legislative levels and the deep-rooted problems of agency that
attenuate such policies are undertaken in this paper. — Soumya Bhowmick

Spectacular Growth and High Inequality

49 The extent of inequality across states during the post-economic reforms period
has been analysed in this paper. Equitable growth requires region-specific
interventions with a focus on several dimensions such as generating adequate
employment opportunities, supplemented by significant investments in education
and health. — Manjisha Sinha, Sendhil Ramadas & P Ramasundaram

Postscript

62 Devashish Makhija on the relationships of a father and son with crows, bees,
death, and the ubiquitous newspaper; Namitha Dev and Neerej Dev on how
Class engages with the intersectional experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals;
Aditya Kumar Shukla on how The Broken News tells the story of the
cut-throat world of television news media; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Reformed India
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PRAMASURAATIIL o s s iiv e in e s o wssssseams et 49
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MAY 20, 2023 | VOL Lv1II NO 20

The Disqualification Debate

10 Locating Rahul Gandhi’s “disqualification” within the legal-constitutional
framework enables us to generate evaluative questions for thinking about
constitutional democracy. — Anupama Roy, Ujjwal Kumar Singh

Fallacies of the Triple Test Doctrine

14 The Supreme Court’s recent judgments on reservation for the backward
classes in the urban local body elections are reviewed in this article.
— Prashant K Trivedi

Under-reporting of Income by Wealthy Indians

17 The affluent Indians often complain about “excessive” income taxation.
Yet, very few of them figure among the top income taxpayers.
— Ram Singh, Soumyajit Ray

The Pension Reform Protests in France
19  This article discusses how the pension reform law in France took shape despite
public and legislative opposition to it. — Arnaud Kaba, Khaliq Parkar

The Anatomy of Crony Capitalism in India
23 Crony capitalism is the direct consequence of the liberal and neo-liberal
policies embraced by the governments. — Kapil S Kamble

The New Tenancy Act in Andhra Pradesh

35 The tenancy conditions in Andhra Pradesh are analysed and the new tenancy
act is evaluated in this article. Highlighting the lacunae in the act, the urgent
need to address the genuine concerns of tenant cultivators is pointed out.
— Sankar Rao

Financial Inclusion and Remittance Services

40 Using the global Findex survey data, the various factors that may impact the
use of banks and digital channels for remitting money have been explored in
this paper. It is observed that the use of financial institutions/mobiles as
remittance channels in India has improved from 2017 to 2021, especially for
the lower-income people. — Shika Saravanabhavan, Meenakshi Rajeev

Multiplier Effect of MGNREGA-induced Inflow of Money

48 The core objective of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act is to promote rural development and reduce poverty by
supplementing private employment in the rural Indian economy with
public employment. This paper is an attempt to verify the performance
of MGNREGA by studying four sample villages from West Bengal.
— Kishor Naskar, Pinaki Das & Debabrata Datta

Himachal Pradesh Assembly Elections 2022

55 Turning down the narrative of the “double engine” government, Himachal
Pradesh once again voted the Congress in with a thumping majority of seats.
This win can be attributed to a series of factors such as the promise of the
old pension scheme, anti-incumbency, and intra-party factionalism.
— Harish K Thakur, Devender Sharma, Baldev Singh Negi &
Ved Prakash Sharma

A Critique of Non-Marxist Caste Studies
61 Neither the theory of caste nor the praxis of its annihilation, which was
Ambedkar’s dream, is conceivable outside Marxism. — Hira Singh
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BOOK REVIEW
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MAY 27, 2023 | VOL LVIII NO 21

The New US Economic and Industrial Strategy

10 The “New Washington Consensus” is not really new as the greatly magnified
role of the huge transnational corporations that drive both the economics and
foreign policy of the United States remains untouched. — Anuradha M Chenoy

Data Discrepancies

12 The growing discrepancies between the survey and official data have become
a serious issue in recent years. The data anomalies in institutionalised
surveys and official sources are analysed in this article.
— Amitabh Kundu, P C Mohanan

Failure of the ‘Pharmacy of the South’

15  Some of the issues in pharmaceutical industries, the supply chain of drugs
and the access of essential medicines among the Indian population are
explored. — Ranjit Kumar Dehury

Land Regulations in Himachal Pradesh
20 Land management has a far-reaching effect on growth, distribution of
incomes, and spatial spread of economic activities. — Ravinder N Batta

The Eurasian Economic Union and India

24 The Eurasian Economic Union has great potential to integrate the economies
of India, Central Asian countries, the Russian Federation, and China.
— Jawahar Bhagwat, Atul Bhardwaj, A E Shaparov, V M Kapitsyn &
F K Sokolova

Internal Labour Migration in India

35 Using latest household-level data from the India Human Development
Survey, the relationship between “social,” “administrative,” and
“informational” distance and internal labour migration is analysed in this
paper. In doing so, it distinguishes between circular migrants and long-term
migrants where the stock of circular migrants—at over 20 million in
2011-12—was as large as one-third the stock of long-term migrants.
— Gaurav Nayyar, Kyoung Yang Kim

Online Gaming

43 Online gaming and online fantasy sports platforms have experienced
tremendous growth and popularity as a result of increasing internet
penetration, affordable smartphones, and covip-19-linked social isolation.
They have been the subject of numerous legal disputes because of concerns
over excessive participation of youngsters, leading to addiction, financial
difficulties, and gambling. — Aishvarya, Sharada Sringeswara,
Shailaja Grover & Dinesh Kumar U

Sectoral Efficacy of Macroprudential Policies

51 Employing bank-level supervisory data, this paper examines the efficacy of
the macroprudential policy in managing systemic risk in India. It analyses
the effect of dynamic risk weights and provisioning on credit growth in
the five sectors targeted by the Reserve Bank of India since 2004.
— Richa Saraf, Pallavi Chavan

Postscript

63 Tanay Choudhury on commodification through street art in Guwahati;
Preety Choudhari and Richa Chand on how Patiya showcases the
intersection of homosexuality and feudalism; Aditya Pawde’s poem
“Lonely Nights;” and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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